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NWSA NEWS AND VIEWS 
Elaine Reuben 
FROM THE 
NATIONAL OFFICE 
Summer is traditionally known as a "slow" 
season in the Washington area, and an or-
ganization like NWSA, involving so many 
students and teachers, also seems to "take 
a break" between semesters. 
I can't speak for the Federal folk-except 
to note that July's march on the Capitol 
was followed by their extending the dead-
line for ratification of the ERA-but our 
work continued. 
Women's Studies Programs-1978 
This year the NWSA Office took respon-
sibility for preparing the list of Women's 
Studies Programs in colleges and universi-
ties, a record begun by the Modern 
Language Association's Commission on the 
Status of Women and subsequently main· 
tained as an educational project of The 
Feminist Press. 
Even if The List (as Sharon Hagan and I 
came to think of it) had not grown very 
much, it did change: new addresses, new 
names-and new degrees: more than 35 
additional, or completely new, degree 
offerings in the responses to our survey 
of programs that were listed in the Summer 
1977 Women's Studies Newsletter. 
The list has grown, by a factor of about 
10 percent. Thirty programs are listed 
this year for the first time, 13 of which 
already offer some form of certificate or 
degree in women's studies. 
The 1978 list is as accurate as possible, 
but we know it is not complete; at least 
20 NWSA group member programs had 
not returned survey forms when we had 
to go to press, and there are other pro-
grams yet to be identified and reported. 
Useful as the list of programs has been 
for women's studies students and faculty 
(and for those who wish to reach them), 
and important as it is for marking the ex-
citing and continuing growth of this aspect 
of feminist education, our very growth 
since 1969 brings additional and particular 
needs. 
Women's Studies Programs surveyed this 
year were asked to provide data on women's 
resource centers at their schools. Some col-
leges and universities are represented on the 
program list by women's centers, but there 
is no current, comprehensive listing of 
campus-based women's centers available 
for communication with and among them. 
The information we've gotten, and more 
we expect to get and gather, should help 
meet this need. 
Another need is reflected in the many 
requests to this office and The Feminist 
Press for information about graduate pro-
grams in women's studies. Prospective stu-
dents want to know more about these pro-
grams than the fact that they exist. 
This summer we began asking programs 
that offer graduate degrees to provide 
self-descriptive answers to the most fre-
quently asked questions. (If a graduate 
program hasn't received-or returned-
that questionnaire, please be in touch.) 
The first in what will be a series of these 
responses appears in this issue; eventually 
a more complete, self-contained publica-
tion will be prepared. 
NWSA News and Networks 
Long-range publication plans were touched 
on at the July meeting of the NWSA News-
letter Advisory Committee, and our time 
was spent continuing to shape procedures 
by which we can make this women's 
studies "newsjournal" a participatory 
forum for its readers as well as a service 
to them. 
This issue includes reports from regional 
correspondents and a report from one of 
our group members, the Association for 
Women in Psychology. Organizational 
members, and NWSA's work with other 
feminist organizations, will provide both 
news and networks for action this year, as 
we plan for our first conference and as we 
take our place among organizations con-
cerned with women and education. 
During the "quieter" summer months I 
was able to begin discussions that may lead 
to shared projects with some of our cur-
rent group members, and began represent-
ing NWSA at meetings of the National 
Coalition for Women and Girls in Educa-
tion. I will also represent NWSA at an 
October conference of women's caucuses 
and commissions in the humanities and 
social sciences, sponsored by the Organiza-
tion of American Historians' Committee 
on Women. 
Onward to Kansas, and Then to ... ? 
When the NWSA Steering Committee and 
1979 Conference Program Committee 
planned to meet at the Berkshire Con-
ference we didn't let ourselves anticipate 
that our work would keep us too busy to 
do more than occasionally attend theses-
sions around us. I was able to hear a panel 
reporting research on women's organiza-
tions: AAUW, the YWCA, and the Girl 
Scouts, all with hundreds of thousands 
of members and histories of many decades. 
I tried to imagine the paper on NWSA at a 
Berkshire Conference in 2028 ... but a 
more pressing question kept intruding: 
Where will the NWSA hold its 1980 and 
1987 conferences? Those who wish to 
offer sites should have contacted the 
National Office by the end of this year. 
NWSA at the ERA rally, July 9, 1978. 
Photograph by Patti L. Lowery. 
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REGIONAL NEWS: If one message from the conference was had not had before, and we knew that it 
SOUTH CENTRAL that the region wasn't the dull country was not only possible but desirable to 
Would it be possible to organize a region in 
sister, another message was that in th is organize a region. 
which only one state, Texas, has passed the 
region things, nevertheless, are different. 
Equal Rights Amendment; in which 
"The problems of the South Central Charo/ Shakeshaft 
women's studies has had little formal sup-
region are not necessarily the problems of Regional Correspondent 
port; and in which a drive from one end of 
other regions, or at least the problems we 
the region to the other takes several days? 
perceive other regions to have," said Susan 
That was the question confronting the 
Gore, conference coordinator. "In addition REGIONAL NEWS: 
steering committee of seven women who 
to the vast spaces we cover, the ideology MID-ATLANTIC 
met in the spring of 1978 to plan a found-
down here is more basic, the enemy more 
ing conference for the South Central region 
apparent." "Exciting news! On November 11, 1978, 
of the National Women's Studies Associa-
One woman explained: "In states that on the second floor of the McNeil Building, 
tion, a vast region including not only Texas, 
have not passed the Equal Rights Amend- University of Pennsylvania, the Mid-
but Oklahoma, Louisiana, and Arkansas. 
ment, it isn't lack of scholarship or history Atlantic region of the National Women's 
The women themselves lived over a thou-
that is used against women's studies, it is the Studies Association will be borne. Those 
sand miles apart and had worked largely 
argument that such courses are fundamen- attending will construct the constitution 
via the mail and by telephone, sending out tally wrong and violate God's laws." 
and by-laws, hold elections, discuss finan-
6,000 brochures produced on borrowed While such arguments and objections to 
cial matters, and plan for a 1979 confer-
money. women's studies might seem like a bad re-
ence. In addition, you'll enjoy a long lunch 
It was possible! The conference, which write of a Flannery O'Connor story some-
with other people in your field of interest." 
took place June 9-11, 1978, attracted over where else, in the South Central region 
This announcement was sent to NWSA 
200 women from all states in the region; they are very real problems which must be 
members and potential members in Mary-
formally established the regional organiza- countered. 
land, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
tion; and offered workshops that reflected The expeditious hand I ing of the organiza-
Northern Virginia, and the District of 
a great diversity of interests. tional business was another characteristic 
Columbia in August. The regional plan-
One of the most exhilarating events of of the conference which set this region 
ning committee (Ann Beuf, Elsa Greene, 
the three-day conference was a talk by apart. Most of the women who attended 
Kay Towns) included with their invita-
Catharine Stimpson, editor of Signs: A the conference felt a need for a simple, 
tion to this organizing meeting a call for 
Journal of Women in Culture and Society, direct, and flexible framework. They also 
participation in the first regional confer-
placing women's studies within the context 
felt a need to dispense with such business ence, scheduled for April 27-28, 1979, 
of a world-wide feminist ideology. "She 
quickly and move on to other, more per- at Kean College. 
made me feel as if we were in the main-
sonal matters. And they did. A preliminary planning committee for 
stream of the women's studies movement 
"I am here to gather information for use the spring conference listed eleven work-
instead of on the fringe," said one partic-' in my classes, to meet people with whom I 
shop topics and contact persons already 
ipant. 
can share ideas, and to drink from the suggested, including Reentry Women, 
And perhaps that was what the confer-
springs of feminist companionship," said Women in Math and Science, Women's 
ence did best. It brought an awareness that 
one participant. "This is not a political Studies in High School, and Discrimina-
women in the region were indeed in the 
meeting for me, but rather the equivalent tion in Higher Education. 
mainstream, and that things were happening 
of sixty hours on the couch before I re- Additional program proposals should go 
which were innovative, exciting, and at the 
turn to my mostly male, mostly unsup- to Lee Sennish, Women's Center, Ramapo 
forefront. 
portive, university." College, Mahwah, NJ 07430. Further in-
"It is often difficult to know what others 
Priorities were set for the next meeting. formation about Mid-Atlantic activities 
are doing even in areas where there is close 
Students and minority women were at the is available from Kay Towns, Capitol Cam-
geographical proximity," said Nanette 
top of the list. Also on that I ist was fund- pus, Pennsylvania State University, Middle-
Bruckner, psychology professor at the 
raising, so that more women could come town, PA 17057. 
University of Houston/Clear Lake City, 
the thousands of miles necessary to attend Submitted by Kay Towns 
"but in the South Central region it at first 
the regional conference and so that the 
seemed an impossibility. 
choice of national representatives would 
"Yet it wasn't. Connections were made 
not be based on financial considerations. University of Pennsylvania 
information shared, and networks begun.' 
By the end of the conference, most of us Summer Institute 
I learned an incredible amount about what 
were exhausted, exhilarated, and optimistic. for High School Teachers 
was going on in the region, and it was ex-
We felt a closeness and a support that we The University of Pennsylvania 1978 
citing." Women's Studies Summer Institute of-
fered high school teachers in the Mid-
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Atlantic a six-week opportunity to learn states, have three years' teaching experience, creativity, methodological soundness, 
more about women in society and litera- and be able to incorporate women's studies and clarity of presentation. Any publica-
ture, and to design courses, units, and sec- into their high school courses. A letter tion appearing between the spring of the 
tions of their high school curriculum that from one's principal or superintendent preceding year and the year of the award 
will give more attention, and more accurate stating cooperation in the project must ac- is eligible. The committee meets at the 
attention, to women. A cooperative effort company the application. annual American Psychological Association 
of Penn's Women's Studies Program, the For more information, contact Ann H. convention in the late summer, and its de-
School of Education, and the College of Beuf, Women's Studies Program, 106 cisions are announced at an AWP party 
General Studies, funded in part by the Logan Hall, University of Pennsylvania, there. 
National Endowment for the Humanities, Philadelphia, PA 19104. The first awards announcement was 
the Institute brought twenty-three high Submitted by Ann H. Beuf greeted with enthusiasm, and not only by 
school teachers to live and study at the the winners. Our goal was achieved: to give 
university on full scholarships. concrete recognition to those scholars 
Each teacher selected a subject area GROUP MEMBER REPORT: whose work is, in fact, most highly prized 
course: women's literature or social sci- by feminist psychologists. 
ences; all attended the Teaching Seminar, Association for Women in Psychology All award recipients were asked to partic-
designed to help them prepare materials Distinguished Publication Awards ipate in the Fifth Annual AWP Conference 
and information from the subject courses In August 1977, the Association for on Feminist Psychology in March 1978, 
for use in their own classrooms. Each Women in Psychology announced the sponsored by the Women's Studies Pro-
teacher received full graduate credit for first of its Distinguished Publication gram of the University of Pittsburgh. 
two courses. In addition to course work, Awards. Three were given for individual Seven of the eight did. Their participation 
Institute participants attended evening lee- publications: Nancy M. Henley, Body added greatly to the atmosphere of excite-
tures given by Penn Women's Studies per- Politics: Power, Sex and Nonverbal ment, support, and occasional controversy 
sonnel and took women's walking tours of Communication (Prentice-Hall, 1976); that marked the conference. 
historical Philadelphia. John Condry and Sharon Dyer, "Fear of Submitted by Jackie Macaulay 
This fall, two conferences will bring the Success: Attribution of Cause to the Vic-
teachers together at the university to assess tim," Journal of Social Issues 32 (1976): 
their successes and problems in introducing 63-84; Sandra Schwartz Tangri, "A Femi- The 1978 AWP Distinguished Publication 
women's studies in the high schools. The nist Perspective on Some Ethical Issues in Awards were announced at the American 
three Institute professors will visit the Population Programs," Signs 1 ( 1976): Psychological Association convention in 
teachers at their schools and be available 895-904. Toronto, August 1978. 
to provide requested aid and advice . Awards for cumulative research and An award for cumulative research and 
The high school teachers learned a great theoretical publications were given to theoretical publications was given to Jessie 
deal this summer and, most importantly, Sandra L. Bern, Judith Long Laws, and Bernard. Awards for individual publica-
have formed a solid support group for one Mary Brown Parlee. An award for cumula - tions went to: Alice H. Eagly, "Sex Dif-
another. The interaction among them has tive contributions in editing and publishing ferences and lnfluencability," Psycholog-
been every bit as productive as that be- was given to Jo-Ann Evans Gardner. ical Bulletin 85 (1978): 86-116; Ann Frodi, 
tween them and the Institute faculty. These announcements marked the cul- Jacqueline Macaulay, and Pauline .Ropert 
Those of us who taught in the Institute mi nation of a process begun at the AWP Phome, "Are Women Always Less Aggres-
have also benefited enormously from it. annual business meeting in September sive than Men? A Review of the Experi-
The teachers were, without exception, 1976, when a committee was set up to mental Literature," Psychological Bulletin 
bright, interested, and lively participants develop an award for feminist theoretical 84 (1977): 634-60; Leonore Tiefer, 
in and out of the classroom. All of our and research publications in psychology. "Context and Consequences of Contem-
staff agree that teaching in this program The-committee, working mainly through porary Sex Research: A Feminist Perspec-
has been a gratifying experience-not only the mails, organized a set of criteria and tive," in Sex and Behavior, McGill, Dews-
because we taught but because we learned a two-tier judging system. bury, and Sacks, eds., 1978; Virginia 
so much from our students. We believe Nominations were first solicited through O'Leary, Toward Understanding Women 
that this experience has brought a strong the AWP Newsletter in December 1976. (Brooks/Cole, 1977). 
sense of mutual respect that will manifest Criteria include relevance to objectives of These scholars will be invited to partici-
itself in our local Women's Studies Con- AWP (importance of the topic to an under- pate in the AWP Conference on Feminist 
sortium and also, perhaps, in Mid-Atlantic standing of women, gender issues, and sex Psychology to be held March 8-11, 1979, 
regional development . roles, and to furthering the goals of women in Dallas, Texas; for further information 
We intend to run the Institute again next in psychology and in society generally), about that meeting or AWP, contact Susan 
summer . Applicants must be secondary Gore, Department of Psychology, Texas 
school teachers in one of the Mid-Atlantic Christian University, Fort Worth, TX , 76129. 
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NWSA 
CALENDAR 
February 1979 
February 23-25. Southeastern WSA. 
Fourth regional conference, East Tennes-
see State University, Johnson City, TN. 
Program Coordinators: Elizabeth Meese, 
Women's Studies, Box 1391, University of 
Alabama, University, AL 35486; Sally 
Brett, Dept of English, East Carolina 
University, Greenville, NC 27834. 
April 1979 
April 6-7. Great Lakes WSA. Second re-
gional conference. Contact Rachel I. 
Skalitsky, Women's Studies, University 
of Wisconsin/Milwaukee, Milwaukee, 
WI 53201. 
THE NATIONAL 
WOMEN'S STUDIES 
ASSOCIATION 
announces its 
FIRST NATIONAL 
CONVENTION 
at the 
UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS 
AT LAWRENCE 
May 30 - June 3, 1979 
AND CALLS FOR 
PROGRAM PROPOSALS 
Conference Coordinators 
Emily Abel and Margaret Strobel 
c/o Women's Studies Program 
California State University 
long Beach, California 90840 
Local Planning Coordinator 
Shirley Harkess 
c/o Women's Studies Program 
University of Kansas 
Lawrence, Kansas 66045 
April 6-7. Midwest WSA. Regional con-
ference, Omaha, NE-"Women's Studies: 
Changing Images and Changing Realities." 
Contact Sally Kitch, Center for Women's 
Studies, Box 117, Wichita State University, 
Wichita, KS 67208. 
April 27-28. Mid-Atlantic WSA. First re-
gional conference, Kean College, Union, 
NJ-"Feminist Education and the Femi-
nist Movement." Contact Lee Sennish, 
Women's Center, Ramapo College, Mah-
wah, NJ 07430. 
New England WSA. Regional meeting, 
University of New Hampshire at Durham. 
Colorado WSA. State conference, Colorado 
Springs. 
May 30-June 3, 1979 
NWSA. First National Conference. 
University of Kansas at Lawrence. 
NWSA on the move ••• to Kansas and then ••• ? 
Photograph by Patti L. Lowery. 
The National Women's Studies Association, founded in 1977 "to further the 
social, political, and professional development of women's studies, at every 
educational level and in every educational setting," announces its First National 
Conference, to be held at the University of Kansas at Lawrence, May 30-
June 3, 1979. 
The NWSA Conference Committee invites program proposals for panels, semi-
nars, workshops, papers, presentations, and creative activitie~ in feminist edu-
cation. Presentations that use or examine feminist alternatives to traditional 
educational materials are particularly welcome. 
Conference planners wish to encourage both the submission of program sug-
gestions and the participation of groups and individuals in developing confer-
ence activities. 
Proposals for panels, seminars, workshops, etc., should include: 
(1) description of the proposed activity (title; statement of nature and format; 
time required); 
(2) name, address, and affiliation (if applicable) of person(s) organizing the 
activity and of other participants if designated. 
Individual papers and presentations are also encouraged. These proposals should 
include an abstract. Groups and individuals wishing to participate in the con-
ference in other ways should send a letter describing their interests to the Con-
ference Coordinators. General program suggestions are also welcome. 
Deadline for contacts and queries: January 1, 1979 
Final deadline for formal proposals: February 2, 1979 
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